Vision Colleges

September ~ October 2026

Welcome to this edition of The Visionary newsletter for September ~ October
I 2026. I could not resist turning to Paul’s prayer over the church at Phillipi as a
blessing to you.

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in
h knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the things
that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till
the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
c God.” (Php 1:9-11, NKJV)

KEN’S CORNER

The shield of faith
‘/ “In every circumstance hold up the shield of faith.”

Roman shields came in a variety of shapes, but most
commonly they consisted of a wooden frame covered
with leather. They were oblong, curved, large enough
to shelter almost the entire body of the soldier who
carried it, and could be turned to ward off a blow
from any direction. Often, just before battle, soldiers
S would soak their shields in water, to tighten the

leather, and to make the shield more effective in
deflecting or quenching the burning arrows of the
enemy.

o ®

l Our shield and shelter is faith, which we place between ourselves and the enemy,
so that try as he may he cannot penetrate our defense nor deliver a mortal wound.

FAITH'S SHELTER
1. Sheltering the Mind

Satan may attack your mind, perhaps suggesting that if you were truly intelligent
you would see at once that the Bible is unreliable. Or by some other whispers,
whether wickedly blasphemous, or subtly devious, he may try to wean you away
from the Christ. He may attack you directly, by implanting such ideas in your
mind, or indirectly, through the voice of some scoffing critic.

But even if your mind reels under those attacks, and you cannot summon any
arguments adequate enough to defend the truth, still faith can spring to the fore and
powerfully uphold the integrity of scripture. Faith brings its own witness; it has a
self-authenticating power possessed by no other faculty — by faith, “we know” (cp.
He 11:3). Faith once truly fixed on Christ stands serene against all argument,
whether human or demonic, and laughs at every satanic bombardment.

Of course, I do not mean that faith is blind, that it refuses to see what is plain, or
that it should succumb to mere superstition. No! Faith is reasonable, and rests upon
truth; it is sensible and behaves rationally; it abhors falsehood and cannot abide

< = B =2 ©

Vision Colleges Newsletter Page 1 of 8



The Visionary September ~ October 2026

deception. But to faith nothing is so reasonable as to believe in God and nothing is so
believable as the word of God. So faith finds an indestructible foundation upon which to
stand, and there it stands, able to endure every assault, protecting the mind from every blow,
and keeping the soul safe from all lasting harm.

2. Sheltering the Senses

Perhaps it is some other sense being assailed by the devil: maybe your consciousness of God's
presence, or the joy of salvation, or the feeling of peace with God. If he can rob you of your
awareness of those things, and others like them, then his mocking voice will cause you to fear
and tremble and doubt whether you are indeed saved.

But again, faith raises a bulwark against all hellish deceptions, for we do not rest upon either
sight or feeling, but upon the reliability of God's promise, which cannot lie (Ro 8:24; 2 Co
5:7;He 11:1; 1 Pe 1:8).

3. Sheltering the Conscience

The devil may take hold of your conscience, and turn it to a wicked end by forcing it to
accuse you falsely. He may twist it to accuse you of things you have not even done; or warp it
to condemn you for things of which you have already repented.

If you heed those scathing accusations you will swiftly plunge into a pit of despair. But
against every blow, faith provides a shield that is blazoned with the impenetrable heraldry of
the gospel. When (as we saw in an earlier chapter) conscience becomes “evi/”” and ceases
being trustworthy, then the shield of faith will quench its accusatory voice, and replace those
corrupt words with the calming grace of the gospel. (He 10:22-23; Ro 10:9-10).

4. Sheltering the Will

Cunningly and maliciously the enemy may try to subvert your will and turn you into a traitor
against God. How often he has incited people to mutiny against the Lord! What multitudes
has he provoked into violating the King's holy law, causing them to curse the Name, as Job's
wife taunted him to do?

But true faith will have none of it. Secure in the Word of God, enraptured by the vision of
Christ, reinforced by a vision of the invisible (2 Co 4:16-18), faith cries “No!” to
unrighteousness and “Yes!” to righteousness and presses on in the glad service of the Saviour.

K.D. Chant, Treasures from Paul — Ephesians page 183-185 Vision Colleges
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Student Subjects

Over the last two months we have issued 114 subjects to our student body, which is almost 3
books a day going to students. This includes 36 new or taster students. At the same time over
75 subjects were assessed. I am delighted, but not surprised at the growth we are seeing in the
colleges.
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There are still some in the community, both Christian and non-Christian, who tend to decry
any formal study of the Bible, whether for personal development, idle curiosity or for ministry
training. Some simply do not believe the word of God for what it is; others think it is archaic.

Within the church, there are still some who say we “only need the Holy Spirit to teach us”.
Such as those who constantly disregard the unction of the word of God - the need to study
Scripture so as not to be ashamed.

All that said, I have noted that among many Christians, a change is afoot.

It has been developing for a little while and it is gathering momentum.

A Thirst for Truth, Not a Church Revival
— and It's Exactly Who Vision Was Built For

Bible sales are at record highs. Weekly reading is rebounding. But the people driving it aren't
filling pews — they're younger, less church-connected, and asking big questions on their own
terms. This isn't a revival. It's an open door — and it leads straight to us.

"Pews aren't filling but hearts are opening." The evidence is real — and it's growing

» The Bible is selling like never before. US sales hit ~19 million units in 2025 — a 21-
year high, up 41.6% since 2022. The UK set its own record, up 134% since 2019.

» Reading is rebounding — led by the young. Weekly Bible reading among US adults
climbed to 42% in 2025, up 12 points from a 15-year low, with Gen Z and Millennials
leading the way.

» Curiosity is rising even as formal engagement dips. Roughly 28% of Americans
now sit in a fast-growing "spiritually curious" segment (+9 points in a year) —
younger, less church-connected, open to Scripture on their own terms.

The honest read of the data: formal church engagement is down, curiosity is up. This is a new
wave of seekers — not a wave of pew-fillers. The strategic opportunity — three moves

» Taster-First Curiosity Funnel — meet rising searches for Bible study and journaling
with our no-obligation Taster as the obvious first step: one subject, half price, no
timetable, no pressure, no commitment.

» "Enrichment to Credentials" — own the dual-track answer competitors can't match:
grow in personal faith first, while you earn recognised credentials from Certificate to
PhD later — all in one college, no dead ends.

» Church Bible College Partnership activation — place our curriculum in local
churches, turning each congregation into a delivery point, a study community, and a
trusted recommender.

Why Vision wins this moment

Since 1974, we've pioneered distance education: no campuses, no intensives, no rigid
timetables. We send the college to the student — pressure-free entry, dual accredited and non-
accredited tracks, 100+ subjects in 145+ countries. The people driving this wave aren't
looking for a campus. They're looking for a way to grow where they are. That's not just what
we offer. That's who we are.

""The people driving this wave are the people Vision was built to enrol."

The moment is ours to take
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This wave won't wait, and neither should we. The market is already telling us it's ready — the
question is whether we greet it. With your support, we'll meet this thirst where it lives, turn
curiosity into first steps, and first steps into lifelong growth. The harvest is plentiful. The door
is open.

Book Of the Month

Reaching Muslims with the Gospel of Jesus Christ

J_ Few areas of Christian ministry are surrounded by as much
QRN |1 Lo lmmanucl uncertainty and hesitation as sharing the Gospel with Muslims.
i T Many Christians genuinely desire to make Christ known, yet
feel unprepared when speaking with a Muslim friend, neighbour
or work colleague. What should I say? What do Muslims
actually believe? How can I explain the Trinity, the Sonship of
Jesus, the cross and salvation by grace without immediately
ke creating an argument? How can I remain faithful to the Gospel
M _ while treating the person before me with dignity, patience and
UET RS e ® genuine love?

X

From Islam to Immanuel has been developed to help answer these questions. It is not simply a
course about Islam, nor is its purpose to equip Christians to win religious arguments. Its central
concern is people. It prepares believers to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ clearly,
biblically, prayerfully and respectfully to Muslims, with the hope that they may come to know
Immanuel—“God with us.”

The course begins with the biblical picture of spiritual harvest. Jesus told His disciples to lift
up their eyes and look at the fields because they were ready for harvest. That picture provides
the foundation for this study. Muslims are not presented merely as followers of another religion,
but as people whom Christians are called to see through the eyes of God’s compassion. The
course challenges fear, prejudice and inactivity and asks a practical question: if God has placed
Muslim people within our communities, workplaces and neighborhoods, how should we
respond?

An important part of that response is understanding. Effective Christian witness requires more
than enthusiasm; it requires a willingness to listen and learn. The course introduces the basic
beliefs and practices of Islam, including its understanding of God, the prophets, Scripture,
judgment, predestination and the Five Pillars. It also considers Muhammad, the Quran, the
Hadith, major divisions within Islam, and the importance of family, community, honour and
religious identity. The purpose is not merely to accumulate information, but to help Christians
engage in thoughtful and meaningful conversation.

From there, the course becomes strongly practical. Students are encouraged to pray for
Muslims, build genuine friendships, demonstrate the love of Christ, ask good questions, listen
carefully and offer practical help. You will discover why an argument may close a door that
friendship could keep open, and why the goal is never simply to defeat another person's
position. Christian witness should communicate truth with humility, wisdom and the right spirit.

The course also prepares students for questions and objections that commonly arise in Muslim-
Christian conversations. Particular attention is given to the authority and reliability of the Bible
and to central Christian teachings that Muslims may misunderstand or reject. These include the
Trinity, the person and work of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, humanity and sin, salvation,
judgment and eternity. Throughout the study, the student is continually directed back to
Scripture as the foundation for explaining Christian faith.
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfected, thoroughly furnished
to every good work. (2Ti 3:16-17)

Alision’s Corner
JOHN HUS

John Hus was a 15" century Czechoslovakian priest, philosopher
and university rector who was convicted of heresy by the council
of Constance and burned at the stake on July 6™ 1415. Despite "'r'v\“-'\
being promised safe conduct by the Holy Roman Emperor, &_ﬁ
Sigismund, Hus was imprisoned, denied legal counsel and ). \
executed when he would not recant his teachings.

Hus was a master at Charles University in Prague and a key y ‘_
figure in reformation. He strongly criticized the Roman Catholic ' . ﬁ
Church for corruption, the selling of indulgences (See below) "‘:'-? + 3
and the moral failings of the clergy. Influenced by the earlier /b’ p -
English reformer, John Wycliffe, Hus advocated that the Bible Qa/_-:: _— A
was the ultimate spiritual authority rather than the Pope and :ir'v X \;\\'v‘ 3
championed serving communion with both bread and wine,

Following his execution by burning at the stake in 1415, the council of Constance ordered his
executioners to ensure no relics remained for his followers. They burned his clothing along with
his body, crushed whatever charred bones remained and threw the ashes and soil from beneath
the stake into the Rhine river. I presume they were determined to make it impossible for him to
be raised up at the last day, but we know God is all powerful, nothing is impossible for him!
He will have no trouble at all in raising whoever he decides to raise on that day.

A legendary prophecy was given by John Hus on the day he died, July 6% 1415: “The Catholic
Church could burn a “goose” (the literal translation of Hus in Czech) but that a “Swan” would
emerge a hundred years later whose singing they would not be able to silence.”

Decades later Martin Luther was born on Nov 10™ 1483 and he began his ministry on October
31 1517, (roughly 100 years later) by nailing his 95 theses to the Wittenberg church door. These
theses questioned the church’s practices and authority. This declaration splintered Europe and
changed the course of history thus fulfilling the prophecy of John Hus.

Because of the invention of the printing press Martin Luther was able to spread his teachings
quickly to thousands of people so the Pope was unable to suppress the uprising. It is interesting
to note that in our modern day, in a similar scenario, the powers behind false news are unable
to mislead the common people because of so many independent podcasts of people who are
spreading the real news as soon as it happens. This too may change the course of history as we
all feel things in our world are changing quite rapidly. I wonder how close we may be to the
Second Coming?

Note: Indulgences were sold to raise money for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome
and for numerous other expensive undertakings. They were sold to reduce or eliminate
punishment for sin. By 1563 Pope Pius V had endorsed a comprehensive doctrine on
indulgences that emerged from the Council of Trent. This comprehensive doctrine, revised in
1967 by Pope Paul VI remains one of the Catholic church’s teachings to this day. As late as
November 2021-November 2022 the National Shrine of St Frances Xavier Cabrini offered
indulgences to celebrate the canonisation of Mother Cabrini, the first American citizen to be
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declared a saint. Martin Luther sparked the Protestant Reformation in 1517 by objecting to the
Catholic’s corrupt sales and exaggerated claims of indulgences.

NEWS SPOT: Last Saturday Sharon and I (Alison) met some old friends from the early days
of Vision. We were amazed by some of the wonderful stories they had to
tell about their lives after Vision.

One became a psychiatrist and set up a Christian centre with doctors,
nurses, counsellors etc. Another went into a ministry of raising money
for charitable works; others went into the ministry.

These people were taught by Sharon’s husband, David Jones, who ran a
Vision class for eleven years. I don’t have permission to use names but
will pursue more information for a future Newsletter.

New Local Church Bible College

Starting a Bible College is a serious business, and indeed it should be. There are many options
for starting a college. Some create their own material, an arduous task if it is not your calling.
Some build curricula around a set of books available at the local Christian book shop; it takes
a lot of time to sort the wheat from the chaff, and it can be expensive. Some turn to existing
colleges, but many of them are more concerned with making your church part of their campus
and model.

We offer a successful alternative. The first step is our taster option, an opportunity to try the
college by teaching one subject without obligation; you teach as if you are an actual college. It
gives you and your students an opportunity to test our teaching, admin and expectations and see
if they work well with your calling and ministry. It is a kind of try-before-you-buy option.

Secondly, we recognise that every church is different; we all have different needs, and we are
in different places in our walk with the Lord, so we know one glove does not fit all. Instead of
forcing a set curriculum on your college, we allow you to develop a curriculum from our range
of over 100 subjects to meet the needs of your students, your church and your community.

Our unique Taster Option allows the pastor, the church, the congregation to get to know us
and decide if we are the right option for their college or training centre.

So far, it has proven most successful not only in attracting new churches, but also in helping
some realise that Bible College is not the right option for them at this time. Everybody wins
with our Taster option. I invite you to try it.

Illawarra Bible School.

This College has officially started up with us and I am so pleased to welcome them. After a
very successful Taster using Kingdom Living. The college is now into its 3™ subject. The
[llawarra Bible School has been renamed to Anointed Ministries Bible School it is in Lake
Heights, Illawarra. The College is run by Brian Bolton, and I do believe they can and should
expect good things from this college. If you are in the area and would like to try their college,
give Brian a call on 0496712056,

River Church

A big welcome to River Church in Campbelltown. They are starting their taster option this
month and they are starting with 12 students.

River church is located at River Church, 5-7 Hepher Road, Campbelltown, NSW. Ps
Navinesh Prasad is overseeing the college.
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KORN KORNER

The accountant

An accountant dies and goes to Heaven. He is met by St Peter whc
goes through the usual questionnaire.

"What sort of accountant are you?" says St Peter
"Public Practitioner," is the reply.
"Name?"

He gives his name. St Peter goes through some files and pulls one
out.

"Oh, yes. We've been expecting you. You've reached your allotted ’
span," says St Peter.

"How can that be?" says the accountant. "I'm too young to go. I'm
only forty-eight"

"No, that's impossible."
"Why do you say that?"

"Well we've been looking at your time sheets and the hours you've charged your clients. By our
reckoning you're at least ninety three."

The Pastor's Title

A local Pastor joined a community Service Club, and the members thought they would have a
little fun with him. Under his name badge they printed, "Hog Caller" as his occupation.
Everyone made a big fanfare as the badge was presented.

The Pastor responded by saying, " I usually am called the "Shepherd of the sheep"... but I guess
you know your people better than [ do”

Haircuts for Clergy

A Rabbi went to the local barber shop. After his hair cut, he got ready to pay the barber and the
barber said, "No Rabbi, I don't charge the clergy for haircuts."

So the next morning the barber found a loaf of Jewish rye bread outside of his door step.

A couple of days past and a Catholic
priest came in to get his hair cut. He got
ready to pay and the barber said, "No
Father, [ don't charge the clergy for hair

t ."
nv To suow “" { ;u ih t ing he found a bottl
o the next morning he found a bottle
PB“"E“ “"Io Gnn---" < of wine outside his front door step.
TIMOTHY 2:15 (KJV)

Several days later a Baptist minister
came in to get his hair cut and when he
got ready to pay the barber said, "No
Reverend, I don't charge the clergy for
their hair cuts." So the next morning,
the barber found 15 Baptist preachers
on his doorstep, ready for a hair cut!
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The Last Word
He Who Began a Good Work Will Complete It

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making
request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, being
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until
the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:3—6

Paul’s words to the Philippian believers are filled with gratitude, joy and confidence. He
remembers them with thanksgiving because they had faithfully shared with him in the work of
the Gospel.

Their fellowship was more than friendship. It was partnership. They had prayed, served,
encouraged, given and stood together for the cause of Christ. Paul valued their faithfulness
“from the first day until now.”

There is an important lesson in those words.

The Christian life is not simply about beginning well. It is about continuing faithfully. There
will be seasons of blessing and progress, but there may also be times of disappointment,
weariness and uncertainty. At such times we may wonder whether our efforts have made any
real difference.

Paul gives us a wonderful assurance:
“He who has begun a good work in you will complete it.”

Paul’s confidence was not primarily in human strength, ability or determination. His confidence
was in God.

» God begins the work.
» God continues the work.
» God completes the work.

When we come to Christ, God begins changing us from within. Salvation is not the end of His
work in our lives; it is the beginning. He continues to teach us, strengthen us, correct us and
shape our character so that we increasingly become the people He intends us to be.

Sometimes that work is obvious. At other times it may be difficult to recognise.

He uses blessings and answers prayers, but He can also use disappointment, delay and hardship.
Through these experiences He develops patience, endurance, wisdom, compassion and spiritual
maturity.

We often see what remains unfinished. We recognise our weaknesses, failures and missed
opportunities. Yet God sees the whole picture. A building under construction may appear
incomplete, with scaffolding, unfinished walls and disorder everywhere. But the builder knows
the plan and understands what the finished building will become.

In the same way, God is still working in us.

Contact Vision
Principal and Office
Rev. Dr. Denis Plant: 0414337520, PO Box 84, Macquarie Fields, NSW, 2564
E: principal@visionbiblecollege.edu.au  W: https://visionbiblecollege.edu.au
X: https://x.com/(@visioncolleges Facebook: www.facebook.com/visioncolleges
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@visionbiblecollege
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